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Rules



3. Communications 

RULES OF ARBITRATION OF THE COURT 
OF ARBITRATION OF MADRID

(in force from 01 September 2020)

Standard arbitration clause 

1. Scope of application 

2. Rules of interpretation 
1. 

a) 

b) 

c) 

d) 

e)  
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f)  r

g) 

h) 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

3. Communications 
1. 

2. 

3. 

RULES OF ARBITRATION OF THE COURT 
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6. Whenever these rules establish that the Court may or shall make a decision or carry out a 
certain act, the body of the Court in charge of that decision or act will be the one designa-
ted by the Court’s Plenary.

The Court shall be responsible for settling, ex officio or at the request of any of the parties 
or of the arbitrators, any doubt that may arise in relation to the interpretation of these 
Rules. The decisions of the Court shall be final.
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5. Request for arbitration

5. 

6. 

7. 

a) 

b) 

c) 

8. 

4. Time Limits 
1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
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4. 
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5. Request for arbitration
1. 

2. 

a) 

b) 

c) 

d) 

e) 

f) 

g) 

h) 
 

i) 

3. 

a)  

b) 

c) 

d) 

4. 
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5. 

6. 

6. Answer to the request for arbitration 
1. 

2. 

a) 

b) 

c) 

d) 

e) 

f) 

g) 

h) 

3.  

a) 

7. Counterclaim Announcement and Answer
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b) 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

7. Counterclaim Announcement and Answer
1. 

2. 

a) 

b) 

c) 

d) 

3. 

4. 

a) 
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If the announcement described in the previous paragraph is not made and a counterclaim is 
finally filed, it shall be considered a new claim, in accordance with the provisions of article 28. 
If it is admitted, the opposing party shall be granted sufficient time to answer it. After the filing 
of the statement of defence, it will not be possible to file a counterclaim that was not 
announced in the answer to the request for arbitration. 
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10. Amount of the Proceedings and Advance on costs 

d) 

e) 

8. Prima facie review of the existence of an arbitration agreement 
1. 

a)  

b) 

2. 

9. Joinder and Appearance of Third Parties 
1. 
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b) 

c) 

Evidence of payment of the advance on costs requested for the Court’s administration 
expenses and applicable arbitrators’ fees. For this purpose, the counterclaimant-res-
pondent shall apply to the amount of the counterclaim the maximum scale approved 
by the Court, attached as an Annex to these Rules. 

Its position regarding the applicability of the arbitration agreement to the counterc-
laim, in the event it objects to the counterclaim’s inclusion in the arbitration procee-
dings. 
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2. 

10. Amount of the Proceedings and Advance on costs 
1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 
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11. Independence, impartiality and availability
1. 

2. 
 

 

3. 

4. 

12. Number of arbitrators and appointment procedure 
1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 
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5. 

6. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 
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Without prejudice to article 15, within five days following the reception of the arbitrator’s 
declaration of independence, impartiality and availability the parties may file the 
allegations they consider appropriate in relation to the arbitrator’s confirmation by the 
Court
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16. Replacement of arbitrators and its consequences 

17. Place of arbitration 

18. Language of the arbitration 

14. Multiple parties 
1. 

2. 

3. 

15. Challenge of arbitrators 
1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 
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16. Replacement of arbitrators and its consequences 
1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
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17. Administrative Secretary

1. 

2. 

3. 

The arbitrators may appoint an administrative secretary to assist the arbitral tribunal as 
long as they consider that such appointment will contribute to solve the dispute 
efficiently.

The appointment of the administrative secretary is subject to the parties’ previous 
knowledge and consent.

The arbitral tribunal shall propose a candidate to be appointed administrative secretary 
and it will provide the parties with his or her CV that includes the candidate’s education, 
professional experience, and experience as administrative secretary. The arbitral tribunal 
will disclose the candidate’s nationality.

4. The arbitral tribunal will confirm to the parties that the proposed candidate is 
independent, impartial, available and free of conflicts of interest. The arbitral tribunal 
must inform the parties if any of these circumstances change during the course of the 
arbitration proceedings. The administrative secretary shall be subject to the same 
impartiality and independence standards as the arbitrators.

5. The administrative secretary shall follow the arbitrators’ instructions and be under their 
supervision. The administrative secretary’s duties shall be deemed performed on behalf 
of the arbitrators and the latter will be responsible for the administrative secretary’s 
behaviour with regards to the arbitration.

13



18. Place of arbitration 
1. 

2. 

3. 

19. Language of the arbitration 
1. 
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6. The arbitrators may not delegate any decision-making authority to the administrative 
secretary. The administrative secretary will perform administrative, organizational and 
assistance duties as instructed by the arbitrators, such as the delivery of communications 
on behalf of the arbitrators, organising and keeping the arbitration file until its delivery to 
the Court, arrangement of hearings and tribunal meetings, attending to hearings, tribunal 
meetings and deliberations, drafting written notes or memoranda and correcting formal 
errors in procedural orders or awards. Irrespective of the fact that the administrative 
secretary may draft written notes or memoranda, arbitrators will still be individually 
responsible for proofreading and reviewing the file as well as for drafting any decisions.

7. Arbitrators may remove the administrative secretary at their own discretion.

8. Arbitrators may appoint a new administrative secretary in accordance with this article in 
the event of removal, death, resignation or a successful challenge.

9. The appointment of the administrative secretary, who will not replace the Court by any 
means in the performance of its duties, shall not entail any additional fees for the parties. 
Any remuneration payable to the administrative secretary shall be borne by the 
arbitrators.
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22. Tacit waiver to object 

23. First procedural order 

24. Statement of Claim 

2. 

20. Party Representation 

21. Rules of procedure 
1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

22. Rules applicable to the merits of the case 
1. 

2. 

3. 
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23. Tacit waiver to object 

24. First procedural order 
1. 

a) 

b) 

c) 

d) 
 et bono

e) 

2. 

25. Statement of Claim 
1. 

2. 

a) 

b) 

c) 

3. 
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As soon as they receive a copy of the file from the Court and in any case within thirty days 
following that receipt, Tthe arbitrators will issue, upon prior consultation with the parties 
and within 30 days of the acceptance of the last arbitrator, a procedural order setting out, 
at least, the following issues:

40

16



30. Hearings  

26. Statement of Defence 
1. 

2. 

3. 

27. Statement of Counterclaim 
1.

2. 

28. New claims 

29. Other written submissions 

30. Evidence 
1. 

a)

b)
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In the same statement of defence, or in a separate submission, if so envisaged, and in 
accordance with article 7 of the Rules, the respondent may submit a counterclaim, which 
shall conform to the provisions for the statement of claim.

Additional evidence whose relevance derives directly from allegations or evidence 
requested by the opposing party after the date on which the party had to request its 
evidence in accordance with articles 25, 26 and 27.

Evidence previously announced by the party at the time of requesting evidence in 
accordance with articles 25, 26 and 27 and could not have been provided until that 
time of the proceedings.
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c) 

d) 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

31. Hearings  
1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 
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Additional evidence referring to facts relevant for the decision of the arbitration 
occurred after the moment that each party had to request evidence in accordance with 
articles 25, 26 and 27.

Additional evidence of which the party has had knowledge or access after the date on 
which it had to request its evidence in accordance with articles 25, 26 and 27. The party 
proposing this additional evidence must justify the reasons why it could not have had 
knowledge or access to said evidence before. 
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33. Closing Statement  

34. Challenge to the jurisdiction of the arbitral tribunal 

35. Default  

5.  

6. 

32. Witnesses 
1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

33. Experts  
1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 
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5. 

6. 

34. Closing Statement  
1. 

2. 

35. Challenge to the jurisdiction of the arbitral tribunal 
1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

36. Default  
1. 

2. 

3. 
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40. Form, content and communication of the award 

37. Interim and provisional measures 
1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

38. Emergency Arbitrator
1. 

2. 

39. Closing of the proceedings 

40. Time limit for making the award 
1. 
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2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

 

41. Form, content and communication of the award 
1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 
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45. Other forms of termination 

47. Costs

8. 

9. 

42. Award on agreed terms 

43. Prior examination of the award by the Court 
1. 

2.
 

3. 

ultra vires award 
1. 

a) 

b) 

c) 

d) 

2. 

3. 

4. 
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Before signing the award, the arbitrators shall submit it to the Court, which may, during 
the following ten days, make strictly formal modifications. This time period may be 
extended by the Court for organizational reasons.

Without affecting the freedom of decision of the arbitrators, the Court may also call their 
attention to certain matters relating to the reasoning and to the merits of the case, as 
well as to the determination and apportionment of costs. In the event that the Court 
makes use of this possibility, the arbitrators may submit a new version of the award for 
the Court’s prior examination, within the following ten days.
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1. 

2. 

46. Other forms of termination 

a) 

b) 

c) 

1. 

2. 

3. 

48. Costs
1. 

a) 

b) 
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45. Effects of the award 

47. Custody and conservation of the arbitration case file  
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51. Fast Track proceedings 

52. Arbitration of disputes in articles of association

c) 

d) 

e) 

2.  

3. 

49. Arbitrator fees 
1. 

2. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

a) 

b) 

c) 

51. Liability
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50. Confidentiality  
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52. Fast Track proceedings 
1. 

a) 

b) 

c) 

d) 

2.  

53. Arbitration of disputes in articles of association
1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 
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ANNEX I: ARBITRATION COSTS

ANNEX II: EMERGENCY ARBITRATOR

1. Emergency Arbitrator

2. Application 

5. 

6. 

7. 
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54. Challenge of awards

If agreed between the parties in the arbitration agreement or at any time thereafter, any 
party will be entitled to challenge the final award before the Court.

Awards can only be challenged on the grounds of a manifest infringement of the 
applicable substantive rules or of a gross mistake in the valuation of the facts, provided 
that such infringement or mistake have been decisive for the final decision.

By agreeing to the optional challenge of awards, the parties agree not to seek 
enforcement of the award until the challenge is resolved. Challenging an award shall 
not preclude the parties from challenging it before the competent courts once the 
procedure established in this article has concluded.

Any party seeking to challenge the final award rendered in the proceedings shall:

announce to the Court its intention to do so within ten days from the award’s 
receipt or, where appropriate, from the receipt of the decision on the 
correction, clarification, addition or rectification of a partial ultra vires award; 
and

file the challenge with the Court within twenty days from the award’s receipt 
or, where appropriate, from the delivery of the decision on the correction, 
clarification, addition or rectification of a partial ultra vires award.

1. 

2.

 

3.

 

4. 

a) 

b)
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ANNEX I: ARBITRATION COSTS

ANNEX II: EMERGENCY ARBITRATOR

1. Emergency Arbitrator

2. Application 
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The challenge will be notified to the opposing party in order for it to object within twenty 
days if it wishes to do so.

Both of the parties’ submissions shall include the designation of the arbitrator 
proposed by each party to be part of the arbitral tribunal in charge of the challenge. 
Following confirmation of the arbitrators by the Court, they will both appoint the 
Chairman within seven days or, failing this, the Court will appoint a Chairman as 
provided in Article 12.4.

Following receipt of the case file by the Court, the challenge arbitral tribunal shall 
render its decision without delay within thirty days. If however the tribunal deems 
necessary to take evidence, the tribunal will also assess the possibility of holding a 
hearing with the parties. Following the hearing, the tribunal will declare the 
proceedings closed and, unless the Court extends this time limit, it will render its 
decision on the challenge within thirty days.

The tribunal may uphold or modify the award, including its operative part, and it will 
decide on the costs of the proceedings in accordance with article 48.

5.

6.

7.

8.

First additional provision. Entry into force 

Second additional provision. Abrogation or amendment  

Sole transitional provision. Proceedings initiated before the entry 
into force of these Rules 

These Rules shall enter into force on 01 September 2020, at which time the previous Rules shall 
be abrogated, without prejudice to the terms of the Sole Transitional Provision. 

The abrogation or any amendment of these Rules shall require the approval of the Plenary of the 
Court

Proceedings initiated before the entry into force of these Rules shall continue to be governed by 
the previous Rules until their termination.

Final provision. Determination of the arbitration’s international 
nature and its effects

Any submission to the Court of international arbitrations, in accordance with article 3 of 
the Spanish Arbitration Act (Ley 60/2003) or any other provision that replaces it, 
derived from arbitration agreements signed on or after 01 January 2020 (“Effective 
Date”), shall be understood to be made to the Madrid International Arbitration Center 
(“MIAC”) and its rules. In those cases, the Parties will have submitted to the MIAC Rules 
with the same effect as if they had expressly agreed to submit their dispute to that 
institution.

1.

In accordance with the previous paragraph, the Parties must indicate in the request for 
arbitration and the answer to the request for arbitration if they consider that the arbitra-
tion is national or international.

2.
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Sole transitional provision 

ANNEX I: ARBITRATION COSTS

ANNEX II: EMERGENCY ARBITRATOR

1. Emergency Arbitrator

2. Application 
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The Court will review ex officio the national or international nature of the arbitration, 
determining:

3.

The Court’s decision on the national or international nature of the arbitration shall not be 
subject to appeal. By submitting to these Rules, the parties expressly authorize the Court 
to carry out this determination, and undertake to accept the Court’s decision on a final 
and definitive basis.

4 .

That the arbitration is national, in which case the procedure will continue to be 
administered by the Court itself; or

That the arbitration is international. In this case,

a)

b)

if the arbitration agreement was entered into after the Effective Date, the 
documents and advance on costs will be referred to the MIAC so that it can 
administer the arbitration according to its rules;

if the arbitration agreement was entered into prior to the Effective Date, the 
case will be administered by the Court, according to these Rules, unless all 
parties expressly agree to submit the case to the MIAC within 15 days from the 
notification of the Court’s decision on the international character of the case.

i)

ii)
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Sole transitional provision 

ANNEX I: ARBITRATION COSTS

ANNEX II: EMERGENCY ARBITRATOR

1. Emergency Arbitrator

2. Application 
1. 

a) 

b) 

c) 

d) 

e) 

f) 

g) 

 2. 

a) 
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To find the updated and applicable versión of the Court’s admission and administration 
expenses, as well as the arbitration fees, please visit our website:
www.arbitramadrid.com
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5. Procedure

6. Emergency Arbitrator’s Decision

b) 

c) 

3. Notice of the Application
1. 

a) 

b) 

c) 

2. 

4. Appointment of the Emergency Arbitrator 
1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
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5. Procedure
1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. Emergency Arbitrator’s Decision
1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 
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1. 

2. 

3. 

a) 

b) 

c) 

8. Costs of the Emergency Proceedings
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